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To the Editor:

In a recent editorial (Our Border Brigades, January 27) that mentions my name,
you write: . . . the U.S. has never really tried to ‘control its borders.” One question:
Then what is it we've been doing for nearly 20 years now?”

The answer is: the federal government has not been enforcing our immigration
laws. So it is no wonder that illegal immigration has increased.

Illegal aliens know that once they get past the border, most are unlikely ever to be
deported. The loud message broadcast to the world is: Get in illegally and we’ll make it
easy for you to stay.

The federal government allows employers to hire illegal aliens, prohibits
government agencies from sharing information about the illegal status of immigrants, and
provides government benefits at taxpayer expense to illegal aliens.

The dramatic growth in illegal immigration should come as no surprise to anyone.
Even though the majority of the American people want to enforce our immigration laws,
the federal government has consistently failed to do so.

Sincerely,
Lamar Smith
Member of Congress
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